32:16 Duties and Authority of the Budget Committee. - In any town which has adopted the
provisions of this subdivision, the budget committee shall have the following duties and
responsibilities:

I. To prepare the budget as provided in RSA 32:5, and if authorized under RSA 40:14-b, a default
budget under RSA 40:13, IX(b) for submission to each annual or special meeting of the voters of the
municipality, and, if the municipality is a town, the budgets of any school district or village district
wholly within the town, unless the warrant for such meeting does not propose any appropriation.

II. To confer with the governing body or bodies and with other officers, department heads and other
officials, relative to estimated costs, revenues anticipated, and services performed to the extent deemed
necessary by the budget committee. It shall be the duty of all such officers and other persons to furnish
such pertinent information to the budget committee.

III. To conduct the public hearings required under RSA 32:5, 1.

I'V. To forward copies of the final budgets to the clerk or clerks, as required by RSA 32:5, VI, and, in
addition, to deliver 2 copies of such budgets and recommendations upon special warrant articles to the
respective governing body or bodies at least 20 days before the date set for the annual or special
meeting, to be posted with the warrant.

32:17 Duties of Governing Body and Other Officials. - The governing bodies of municipalities
adopting this subdivision, or of districts which are wholly within towns adopting this subdivision, shall
review the statements submitted to them under RSA 32:4 and shall submit their own recommendations
to the budget committee, together with all information necessary for the preparation of the annual
budget, including each purpose for which an appropriation is sought and each item of anticipated
revenue, at such time as the budget committee shall fix. In the case of a special meeting calling for the
appropriation of money, the governing body shall submit such information not later than 5 days prior to
the required public hearing. Department heads and other officers shall submit their departmental
statements of estimated expenditures and receipts to the budget committee, if requested.

32:18 Limitation of Appropriations. - In any municipality electing this subdivision, or any district
wholly within a town electing this subdivision, the total amount appropriated at any annual meeting
shall not exceed by more than 10 percent the total amount recommended by the budget committee for
such meeting. In official ballot referendum municipalities, the recommendation of the budget
committee made for the first session of the meeting shall be used for determining the 10 percent
limitation. These totals shall include appropriations contained in special warrant articles. Money may
be raised and appropriated for purposes included in the budget or in the warrant and not recommended
by the budget committee, but not to an amount which would increase the total appropriations by more
than the 10 percent allowed under this paragraph. The 10 percent increase allowable under this
paragraph shall be computed on the total amount recommended by the budget committee less that part
of any appropriation item which constitutes fixed charges. Fixed charges shall include appropriations
for:

I. Bonds, and all interest and principal payments thereon.

II. Notes, except tax anticipation notes, and all interest and principal payments thereon.

III. Mandatory assessments imposed on towns by the county, state or federal governments.

32:19 Collective Bargaining Agreements. - Whenever items or portions of items in a proposed
budget constitute appropriations, the purpose of which is to implement cost items of a collective
bargaining agreement negotiated pursuant to RSA 273-A, either previously ratified or concurrently
being submitted for ratification by the legislative body, or the purpose of which is to implement the
recommendations of a neutral party in the case of a dispute, as provided in RSA 273-A:12, such items
shall be submitted to the budget committee and considered in its budget preparation. Such



appropriations shall be submitted to the legislative body and shall include a statement of the governing
body's recommendation and a separate statement of the budget committee's recommendation. If such
appropriations were not recommended by the budget committee, then such appropriations shall be
exempt from the 10 percent limitation set forth in RSA 32:18. The failure of the budget committee to
recommend any portion of such appropriations shall not be deemed an unfair labor practice under RSA

32:22 Review of Expenditures. - Upon request by the budget committee, the governing body of the
town or district, or the town manager or other administrative official, shall forthwith submit to the
budget committee a comparative statement of all appropriations and all expenditures by them made in
such detail as the budget committee may require. The budget committee shall meet periodically to
review such statements. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to mean that the budget
committee, or any member of the committee, shall have any authority to dispute or challenge the
discretion of other officials over current town or district expenditures, except as provided in RSA
32:23.

32:23 Initiation of Removal Proceedings. - Upon receipt of the reports provided for by RSA 32:22,
the budget committee shall examine the same promptly, and if it shall be found that the governing body
or town manager have failed to comply with the provisions of this chapter concerning expenditures, a
majority of the committee, at the expense of the municipality, may petition the superior court for
removal as provided in RSA 32:12.

32:4 Estimate of Expenditures and Revenues. - All municipal officers, administrative officials and
department heads, including officers of such self-sustaining departments as water, sewer, and electric
departments, shall prepare statements of estimated expenditures and revenues for the ensuing fiscal
year, and shall submit such statements to their respective governing bodies, at such times and in such
detail as the governing body may require.

32:11-a Actual Expenditures for Special Education Programs and Services. - Each school

district shall provide in its annual report an accounting of actual expenditures by the district for special
education programs and services for the previous 2 fiscal years. Such accounting shall include
offsetting revenues from all sources, including but not limited to, reimbursements from state funds,
federal funds, or medicaid funds, private or other health insurance coverage, transferred special
education moneys received from another school district, and any other special education resources
received by the district.

32:8 Limitation on Expenditures. - No board of selectmen, school board, village district
commissioners or any other officer, employee, or agency of the municipality acting as such shall pay or
agree to pay any money, or incur any liability involving the expenditure of any money, for any purpose
in excess of the amount appropriated by the legislative body for that purpose, or for any purpose for
which no appropriation has been made, except as provided in RSA 32:9-11.

32:10 Transfer of Appropriations. -

L. If changes arise during the year following the annual meeting that make it necessary to expend
more than the amount appropriated for a specific purpose, the governing body may transfer to that
appropriation an unexpended balance remaining in some other appropriation, provided, however, that:
(a) The total amount spent shall not exceed the total amount appropriated at the town or district
meeting.

(b) Records shall be kept by the governing body, such that the budget committee, if any, or any
citizen requesting such records pursuant to RSA 91-A:4, may ascertain the purposes of appropriations



to which, and from which, amounts have been transferred; provided, however, that neither the budget
committee nor other citizens shall have any authority to dispute or challenge the discretion of the
governing body in making such transfers.

(c) A statement comparing all legislative body appropriations against all expenditures shall be

deemed adequate for purposes of the records required by subparagraph (b), so long as every
expenditure has been properly authorized and properly classified and entered and any expenditures
exceeding the original legislative appropriations are offset by unexpended balances remaining in other
appropriations, in which case the governing body shall not be required to designate the specific source
of each transfer.

(d) Any amount appropriated at the meeting under a special warrant article may be used only for

the purpose specified in that article and shall not be transferred.

(e) The town or district meeting may vote separately on individual purposes of appropriation
contained within any warrant article or budget, but such a separate vote shall not affect the governing
body's legal authority to transfer appropriations, provided, however, that if the meeting deletes a
purpose, or reduces the amount appropriated for that purpose to zero or does not approve an
appropriation contained in a separate article, that purpose or article shall be deemed one for which no
appropriation is made, and no amount shall be transferred to or expended for such purpose.

II. As used in RSA 32:10, I(a)-(d), concerning transfers of appropriations and records thereof,
""purpose" refers, in addition to its meaning in RSA 32:3, V, to individual line items in whatever
detailed budget or chart of accounts is regularly used by the municipality. The general wording of a
vote adopting a budget or portion of a budget shall not be considered a ""purpose" to which an amount
may be transferred. The definition of ""purpose" as used in RSA 32:10, I(e) shall be the definition of
""purpose" under RSA 32:3, V.

32:12 Penalty. - Any person or persons violating the provisions of this subdivision shall be subject
to removal from office on proper petition brought before the superior court. Such petition shall take
precedence over other actions pending in the court and shall be heard and decided as speedily as
possible.



